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February 23, 2018 
 
To the families of «First_Name» «Last_Name», 
 
Semester 2 is in full swing, and our learning community is now settled into a new routine.  Students have submitted 
their course requests for next year as of today, and planning for the fall has begun.  When speaking with students, we 
always encourage them to get involved with activities in the school so that their time at LSS has a balance of fun, 
community building, and academics.  As per our school motto- Maturity Through Responsibility- we want our students 
to have a well-rounded education that not only builds their academic profile, but also their greater sense of citizenship.  
We always find that the second half of the year moves very quickly as it is full of many events that have taken the school 
year to plan.  A reminder that we are moving to Edsby for scheduling of appointments for Student Progress Interview 
Evening, please ensure that you activate your account.   

As always, if you would like to connect with our administration team, please feel free to reach out to any one of us. 

 
Sincerely, 

S. Borrell, C. Albanese, T. Paul 
 
 
 

LANGSTAFF S.S. SCHOOL LINKS 

Co-op Department: http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/langstaff.ss/DeptPrograms/coop/Pages/default.aspx  

Langstaff S.S. School Website : http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/langstaff.ss/Pages/default.aspx 

         http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/langstaff.ss/info/Pages/Our-Staff.aspx   

York Region District School Board: http://www.yrdsb.ca  

YRDSB Guide to the 2017-2018 School Year: http://www.yrdsb.ca/Parents/Documents/GuideToTheSchoolYearWeb.pdf  
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ATTENDANCE REPORT 

There is a positive relationship between regular attendance and success in school.  Students at LSS are required to 
attend regularly, to be punctual, and to participate in all scheduled classes.  

VALID ABSENCES include illness, bereavement or family emergency.   

AUTHORIZED ABSENCES include dentist/doctor appointments, driver’s test, and court appearances.   

EXCUSED ABSENCES refer to field trips and school sanctioned events.  Students are still considered to be at school. 

EXTENDED ABSENCES of four days or more require the completion of a “Special Leave” form at least one week in 
advance of the leave.  This form may be obtained from the Main Office.  A parent/guardian signature is required.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to catch up on all work missed.   

DO NOT plan absences or family vacations during culminating and exam periods as the evaluations CANNOT be 
rescheduled.   

Type of Absence Parent/Guardian Responsibility 

Absent for a Full Day Phone the school with a valid reason the same day or send a note upon 
return 

Absent for One or More Classes Phone with valid reason indicating the time of absence or send a note with 
the student 

Leaving Before the End of the Day Student signs out in attendance office with a note from the parent/guardian 

In the Event of an Emergency Contact the office as soon as possible.  

For safety reasons, students who have signed out must leave the building as they will not be 
directly supervised. 

 

Want more information about student attendance? 

Students under 18 and/or their parents can pick up a detailed attendance report from the main office. 

The weekly attendance summary below includes all of the semester one absences and lates from 
Tuesday, February 20 through Thursday, February 22, 2018. 

Period Course Teacher Absences Lates 
«Period_A» «Course_A» «Teacher_Last_A» «Absence_A» «Lates_A» 
«Period_B» «Course_B» «Teacher_Last_B» «Absence_B» «Lates_B» 
«Period_C» «Course_C» «Teacher_Last_C» «Absence_C» «Lates_C» 
«Period_D» «Course_D» «Teacher_Last_D» «Absence_D» «Lates_D» 
«Period_E» «Course_E» «Teacher_Last_E» «Absence_E» «Lates_E» 

Total Absences and Lates «Total_Abs» «Total_Lates» 
 

«First_Name» «Last_Name» has completed «Community_Servi» community service hours. Forty hours of community 
service are required to graduate. If a student recently submitted hours, it may not be reflected in this communication.   

  



UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS 

WHAT’S HAPPENING: 

February 26, 2018  

February 27, 2018 Field Trip - Relay for Life Workshop  

February 28, 2018  Skate Day  

March 1, 2018  

March 2, 2018  

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

March 5, 2018 

  

March 6, 2018 Field Trip –  

 

 

7:00 – Community Support for our LGBT Youth (Equity Speake rSeries) 

March 7, 2018 Careers Job Shadow 

March 8, 2018 Relay for Life Assemblies Period 2 

March 9, 2018  
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LANGSTAFF S.S. HIGHLIGHTS 

Families, if you are coming to visit Langstaff during the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm, please sign into the office first 
before walking through the building. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS TURNING 18  
Under the Education Act, parents/guardians have a right to access their child’s Ontario Student Record if the child is 
under 18.  
 
If the student is 18 or over, the Board/school must follow the privacy provisions of the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act regarding the disclosure of personal information about the student to their 
parents/guardians.  

Students 18 or over must provide written permission by signing the Consent for Information Sharing form to allow 
parents/guardians to continue to access school-related information about the student. This includes academic progress, 
attendance and behaviour.  

Students can also obtain the form from the school office.  

 

PREPARING FOR THE EQAO 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
Your child will be writing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) on April 10th 2018.  Additional information 
about the actual day will be sent to you at a later date.  As part of our effort to ensure that your child is prepared and 
confident for the OSSLT, we have prepared this practice booklet which will be used over the month of March, in your 
child’s regular classes.  We hope to be able to familiarize students with strategies to be successful for the test, as well as 
provide them with some experience with the types of questions they will encounter on the test. 
 
The schedule below outlines how we will be using the materials found in this booklet to prepare.  Your child should bring 
this booklet with him/her to the classes indicated below.  During these sessions, students will complete new activities 
and take up the information. 
 

Date Period Content 
March 21, 2018 2  OSSLT Assembly-Introduction & Booklet Distribution (Whole Group) 
March 22, 2018 3 Lesson 1-Reading Graphic Texts  
March 23, 2018 4 Lesson 2-Reading Informational Texts (News Report) 
March 26, 2018 1 Lesson 3-Reading Literary Texts 
March 27. 2018 2 Lesson 4-Reading Information Texts (Real-life Narrative) 
March 28, 2018 3 Lesson 5-Reading Information Texts (Information Paragraph) 
March 29, 2018 4 Lesson 6-Writing Multiple Choice Questions (Grammar & Punctuation) 
April 3, 2018 1 Lesson 7-Long Writing Tasks (Writing News Reports) 
April 4, 2018 2 Lesson 8-Short Writing Tasks (Paragraph Writing) 
April 5, 2018 3 Lesson 9- Long Writing Tasks (A series of Paragraphs) 
Prior to the OSSLT  Students should the APPENDIX, STRUCTURE OF THE DAY-OSSLT TIMETABLE, WRITING TIPS 

 
The OSSLT will be written on April 10th 2018.  The school will adopt a modified timetable to facilitate students writing 
the test.  Students writing the test are expected for our normal start time of 8:25 a.m. Additional information, including 
the structure of the day, is included at the end of this booklet. 
 
Should you require any additional information, please contact me at the school at (905) 889-6266 EXT # 420  
Best of luck to your child! 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/international/admissions/Documents/YRDSB-ConsentForInformationSharing.pdf


FROM THE DRAMATIC ARTS DEPARTMENT 

Dear parents and guardians of Langstaff, 
 
We just wanted to thank everyone who attended our Fall Play A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare.  It 
was a huge success, largely thanks to all of you.  It means so much when the Langstaff community comes out to support 
the Dramatic Arts Department.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures by: Claire Laitinen 

In other exciting news, we wanted to announce our upcoming Spring Shows!!!!  This year, the grade 12 students are 
participating in a leadership experience where they have the option to direct the shows. We have ten students directing 
our four spring shows, two of which have been written by the student themselves. The students have been 
workshopping the shows since December and have just started the rehearsal process with the help of Mrs. Goldman-
Lechner and Ms. Campbell.   

 
There are more than 50 Langstaff students involved in the upcoming shows which will be performed throughout the 
week of May 14. We will have lunchtime performances where students have the opportunity to watch live theatre for 
only a toonie.  In addition, on May 16 and 17, at 6:30 in the evening, we will be having evening performances.  Anyone 
can attend these performances where tickets will be $5 dollars for students/children and $10 for adults.  
 
Summaries of the Spring Shows...  
 
An adapted version of the play “Boy 1” by Claire Caviglia…    
A society dominated by women where births are controlled intensely to ensure that only females are born meets its first 
male in addition to his twin sister! An experiment conducted behind the back of the evil, male oppressing, Doctor 
Cartise. Years later the boy grows up in a main stream society “forgetting” about his past and sister, only to be reunited 
with her and to learn about the society he was born into.   It is only when he falls in love with one of them, that he finds 
out the dark secrets that lie behind this female dominated society. 
Grade 12 directors: Steven Chor and Abtin Nassaji 
 
  



FROM THE DRAMATIC ARTS DEPARTMENT cont. 

 
“The Deal” By Tanisha Bates…  
Don’t make a deal with the devil, especially when the devil is a genius-gone-mad with greed and has been hiding as you 
and your bride-to-be’s personal assistant. Dark secrets will emerge, all while bumbling cops, meddling children, an 
overreaching hotel employee and even your precious emotional fiancé are relentless in figuring out your past. Hopefully, 
your best bud has a spare drink because it’s going to be a long night. 
Grade 12 directors: Tanisha Bates, Joey Boyle and Rachel Kan. 
 
An adapted version of the play “Erica and Me” by Alan Robinson…   
Simon is unlucky in love; hopeless, to be precise.  His ineptitude with the opposite sex is causing problems at work as his 
boss, Mr. Collings, a fully-fledged family man, has started to question his promotion potential.  Desperate for a stab at 
the big time, Simon tells a little white lie and invents the perfect woman: Erica.  His boss is so impressed he invites 
himself and the snobby Mrs. Collings, his wife, over to make her acquaintance.  When Simon takes desperate measures 
to make fantasy a reality and hires an escort, he learns that sometimes things don’t go exactly as planned.  As multiple 
women show up throughout the evening, all claiming to be Erica, Simon desperately tries to save the evening - and his 
career. 
Grade 12 directors: Mahsa Eskandari, Amy Latour, and Isabelle Manarin 
 
“The Wright Family” a dark comedy By Arjun Jain… 
Marriage is not for everyone, but some are unsure if it is for them at all. Meet Georgia, a wife and mother of two. She’s 
frustrated and sick of her husband’s, Edward’s, antiques, she wants out of this marriage. Divorce isn’t enough though, 
instead she has decided to hire an assassin to kill her husband. One problem: it is the assassin’s first day on the job and 
has no idea how to kill a person. Meanwhile, Edward is up to his own shenanigans at home, since he’s called in sick for 
the day, knowing it is Georgia’s day off. The idea of normality for this family has perished for good. Not to mention 
having a noisy neighbor who lives across the street. 
Grade 12 Directors: Arjun Jain and Peter Manankil-lakusta 
 
We hope to see you at our evening shows, which, once again, take place on May 16th and 17th at 6:30pm.  
 
Sincerely,  
Tanisha Bates, Mrs. Stephanie Goldman and Rachel Kan 
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BECOME A HOST FAMILY 

YRDSB operates a robust homestay program where hundreds of 
international visa students are placed each semester for their study 
duration. These students are interested in a full immersion experience 
where they can improve their English skills and experience Canadian 
culture first hand. 

Our board is looking for families who wish to host an international student.   
Can you provide ...  
• a caring, comfortable accommodation for a student 
• an English speaking environment 
• opportunities for the student to participate in family life and local 

activities 
• integration of an international student into your family 
• a private room, 3 meals per day plus snacks (it is recommended that 

Canada's Food Guide is followed to ensure that nutritious and well-
balanced meals are provided) 

• easy access to a public school in York Region on foot  
or by public transit 

If interested, please contact the Homestay Coordinator at 
homestay@yrdsb.ca 
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